^ critical study and comparison of the two rival groups, one
symbolising the wicked and the other nobility, who make the
dramatical persons. One can draw lessons to avoid pitfalls
and face the onslaughts by evil elements. Thus it serves as
a protective armour for devoted persons. While in the Rama-
yana, God in the human form demonstrated how to uphold
virtue, in the Mahabharata, as Sri Krishna, He highlights the
value of righteous living. In the former, the Divine Mother
chose to undergo suffering for sake of humanity, while in the
latter, the Lord saved the Pandavas from innumerable perils
and even went as their envoy on a peace mission. Janame"
jaya was about to destroy the entire snake population by
making them fall in his sacrificial fire when further catastro-
phy was prevented by a sage, At this stage, the Mahabharata,
written by Sri Vyasa, was recited. Every creation of God
has a purpose and by ordering the reptiles to glide away at
the very approach of human beings, one is taught that by keep-
ing himself aloof without getting involved in worldly events,
he can remain unruffled.
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